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Fac-simile, reduced from wood-engraving published in *“ lllustrated London News,”
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In due ceurse there developed from this twe
New Chureh.

groupg which, after im each case various
changes of meeting place, became the Argyle
These twe united after the seomnd world war
te beceme the Nerth Fimchley Seciety.

a rented chapel in Great Bastcheap,Lenden.
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The first public wership of the New Church
toek place on the 27th of January 1788 at




"ALL OUR YESTEKDAY S."

The Stery of a Family.
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'Mere about dehm and Mary Preslana® and
CHAPTIER LWO. 'The Third Generatiem im the Church.'

feurth gemeratiem.

By C.H.Presland.

Om 18th Jume 1984, I commemced werk ,.
in a desultory sert eof fashiem, enr

this cjapter. Like the first chapter,

it will be knecked off at some speed

(toe many impertant things ef teday and
the future are about fer me te spend too
much time en the past) but with seme
fascinatiomn im it all.

"Change indeed is painful,yet ever needful.
And if Memery has its ferce and werth, se
alse has Hepe." (Themas Carlyle.)

As the first chapter was just in time fer
Jehm's birthday,se this secemd chapter will
be in time fer Elisabeth's birthéay. Chapter
3,pe sure, will be en your tables by
Judith's birthday.
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Jehn and Mary Aun’, se W.A.Presland teld us, had five sens
and three daughters, Of these, ene som and eme daughter
remained firmly attached te the faith ef their parents

(and grandparents,for Jehm was already the secend generatiel.’
Others must, if they want, try te trace the ether limes,

but I have never deme se. Im this chapter, I shall
concentrate almest emtirely em the twe whe are so well
documented in New Church literature. The truth is I suppese
that I am not a research studemt im this matter but simply
a cellecter of smippets te which ever the years 1 have had
better access tham mest ef us.

What sert ef educatiem did Jehm and Mary Presland give te
their children, anmd hew did they get it ? There were indeed
New Church scheels, but the name dees net appear amengst
the childrem taught im them altheusgh it dees appear amemrgst
these whe helped rum the scheels and fimance them. There
Were Dame Scheols ef ceurse and, for the wealthy, the large
public scheels. My guess is that the Preslamd children
were taaght peedsedsiy orivately, and im these early days

of the New Church there were many whe could and would teach
privately fer a small fee. (See my copy ef "Samuel
Wilderspin aad the Infant Scheel Mevement", given me by

the p8bliskers, Croom Helm,Ltd., because of a reference te
me,and ethers im the living Church,in the preface. ISBN
0-7099-2903-X. E.g. '"Cme ef the mest imterestiag aspects
of the Emglish imfamd infant scheeol mevement is the
prependerance of Swedembergiamns amemg the firszt imfant
teachers." The auther is net a New Church man.)

Certainly toe at heme the Preslamd childrem weuld be moving
in nice surreundiamgs and with peeple of seme stamding. 1
have already referred to Flaxmam - a friend evidently ef
Johm Presland and prebably a fairly regular visiter,at

224 Piccadilly and at Skxdsmexx@muxxm the Kimng Street
heuse,frem his ewn heme im Jermym Street. Flaxmsn eof ceurse
was a distinguished member of the Reyal Academy anmd
Prefesser eof Sculpture there. (In my beeks there is a cepy
of H.M.Merris, "Elaxmam, Blake Coldéridge and ether mem of
genius imfluenced by Swedenborg," published by N.C Press

in 1915 - Merris was a fime man, but as a histeriam he needs
te be watched a little.) But I give youomn pagesdifand 95
a cutting frem a'Histery ef the Swedenberg Seciety 1810 te
1960" by Dr.Freda Griffith (whe get an MBE fer services te
Phe Swedenberg Seciety) which may imterest you amd fill inm,

mere clearly, seme facts.
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Jokn Presland eied im 1828, and the Repert says

of him, 'he was one of the founders of the

Society and has ever been ome of its active,

zealour and able syppoﬁ'teai, Seldemd was it that aaw
r business engagement (much less one for personal p easures was 3

allowed to interfere with his attendance at Committee meetings
and many a time he has been present when his state of health
was such as would have deterred most persons from venturing
from home. It was an axiom that . . . if a New Churchman be
entrusted with the duty attached to his being appointed a
member of any Committee for the-advancement of this great
cause, that his attention to that duty is as imperative as to any
other avocation connected with his various relations in life.
Mr. Presland was a man of singular integrity and sincerity of
character and while his uncommon frankness might sometimes
lead him to manifest an appearance of disregarding the views
‘0. others, yet it was always apparent that with an ardent regard
for the Church was united a most fervent affection of genuine
charity towards each and all of its members.’

It may be mentioned here that there have not been many
years in the Society’s history when a Presland has not been active
in it. This first John Presland was on the Committee from 1810
to 1827, was Chairman in 1812 and Secretary for one year in
1815. The Rev. John Presland was a member from 1870, was
on the Committee from 1872 to 1896 and was Chairman in
1878, 1884 and 1889. The Rev. W. A. Presland was on the Com-
mittee from 1899 to 1936, and was Chairman in 19og and 1923;
he was on the Advisory and Revision Board for the same period
and held the office of Chairman on five occasions and of
Secretary for ten years. The Rev. J. R. Presland was Secretary
of the Society from 1923 to 1931, and continued as Honorary
Librarian until 1939. The Rev. C. H. Presland, who joined the
Society in 1945, became a member of the Council in 1956.

John Flaxman died in 1827. He was a founder member of the
Society and on the committee on two occasions. In 1816, he
proposed the health of C. A. Tulk at the Annual Dinner and,
we are told, very forcibly expatiated on the objects of the Society
and the importance of the new dispensation. He was at one time
one of Wedgwood’s artists, responsible for the lovely designs of
their pottery. When he died, the Report referred to him as
‘Professor of Sculpture at the Royal Academy and known to the
world as one of the finest sculptors of his age. His name was
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always to be found as a contributor to the Society’s funds and
he was a cordial promoter of the cause.” He was, we are told, a
man of amiable manners, beloved and respected by all who
knew him. ‘The public journals could not do otherwise than
notice the decease of so celebrated an individual; some of them
had also the candour to make known his having been a receiver
of the doctrines of the New Church.” The Encyclopaedia Britannica
said of him . . . the greatest sculptor or . . . at least the greatest
designer of sculpture that England has ever produced and as '
representative of the Greek spirit in modern art his name 1s
among the greatest not only in England but in the world.” It
went on ‘He was genial, sweet-tempered, full of modesty and
playfulness, the truest friend . . . susceptible and obstinate when
his religious creed (a devout Christianity with Swedenborgian
admixture) was crossed or slighted.’ 1

Barthelemén teo I have mentiomed. A preminent musiciaa
of his day, erganist at the Chapel Reyal in Windser,F H
Barthelemen wrote music fer the early New Church - im my

study a mxatifd¥ beautiful leagﬁi‘ op tof New Jerusalem
Magazime 1790 ceatains much eé‘ §H§KCP7¢ﬁau.- wKins the

eagin-er, whe amengst ether things imvented the irem frame
for the piane - see Scheles "Oxferd Cempaniem te Music'' fer
the autherity fer that statcmeats amd whese 1794 NC Liturgy
has descended through the years te my study, was abeut,
Blake, whe ewed a leot te Flaxmanm's suppert, may have beenm
abeut. Celeridge might have beem. Samuel Neble, Jehn
Clewes, Jeseph Proud were agemgst the miristers ef the Church -
Clewes of course am Anglicam réctor im Manchester, but certainmly
knewn te Jehm Preslamd at Hawksteme and perhaps im Lenmden.
The Presland heme would have beemn for these days one of seme
mipniEngxmmix interest as a ceatre of the mew faith amd the
New Church im Lenden agd the childrem weuld have met many
interesting charactexs, 1 de net doubt. (Perhaps seme ef them
got sickened of it all ? It is am ever present danger tjat
in a piemeer's heme the pemdulum shall swing teejnuch te ome
extreme er the eother!)

" I.mentien Clewes, the recter of St.Jehm's,Manchester. In
these days there was a divisien ef epiniem - seme thpught,
as John Clewes did,that the teaching ef the New Church ceuld
grew and be stpeng withim the established Christiam Church -
"the nem-separatists.'"  Others, ''the sevaratists," felt sure
a new and distinct ergamizatiem was inmevitable. As at the
Hawksteme meetings, beth sides werked happily tegether amd
respected emre amethers coemvictien. Jehn and Mary I think
epened their heme te either greup, but themselves were firmly
of the separatist view.(Witmess the way they had their family
baptised.) Jeseph Preud,mentiened above, was a very able
New Church minister, fermerly a Baptist mimister, whe te the
end almest of his days drew crewds rarely less than a theusanrd
streng te hear him. He was a prelific writer ef hymas,seme
of which we still use, and im 1790 kmecked off,imn a few
memths, a beek ef 359 hymas, for the use of the New Church,all
frem his ewm pem. By 1791 a secend editiem was called fer,
and there is a nice cepy in my study ef that, im a special

YARM'", abeve,five limes dewn em the type, is ef ceurse
a reference te Hymns Ancient and Medera.
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‘binding dene for the eperimg of the Church im Birminghan,
{Few of that editiem remaim,3ee EJ E Schrecl's histery ef
the NC im Birmingham.) My purpese in commenting specially
or Preud, whe wrete much deggerel as well as seme useful
stuff, is that my ceusim Graham has the erigimal ef this X#
preduct ef Preud's, which I phetecepied many years age :
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\;It goes enr like this j
Thy blessings flew te all mankind,
Then we should ever gratefull preve,
And do thy will im life and mind,
Te shew that we thy precepts leve.

When at thy temple,hely Lerd,

Where we all meet befere Thy sight,
Let gs receive thy blessed Werd,
With infinite and pure delight.

Thy sabbaths,Lerd,teach us te keep,
That we may leara thy heaveanly way:
Be theu eur shepherd,we thy sheep,

Oh ! may we never ge astray.

s @000 000 e 000

Perhaps net very geoed poetry, met Peet Laureate stuff !

But I imakime Joseph Preud kmecked it off befere dimher,

te keep little William amused and alert? willie was bera

in 1806, se I imagime we are abeut at 1816, with the
family still at Piccadilly and Willie eme imagimes a rather
sickly child. But whe were his brethers and sisters with
whem Jeseph Preud theught hie hymm might be sunrg ?

They ge like this :-

Baptised.
Jehn, bera 1802.
Samuel,beran 1804, 19.2.1804
William,bern 1806. Q.a2.\g0b
Philip Hemry, 1807. 24,1,1308 »y J.Preud.
Mary Anm, 1809. 19.10,1309  »
Sarah, 1811. 34121800 @
Thomas, 1814, 20.,2.1814 n »
Ann, 1815. 28.1.1816 " Dr.Churchill
Sephia, 1818. 15.3.1818 " M.Sibley.

All these baptismal dates (with dates ef birth) are
extracted frem registers im the Public Recerd ©ffice,
Chancery Lame. (Doctment 4501,Kambeth,Waterloe Read./
Interestingly, the same document has am entry 359,
"Mary Amm Presland,Adult.Baptised by me Samuel Neale
Ap.14 1823." It alse has refereaces te seven baptisms
of the childrean eof Samuel and Harriet Presland,bern
between 1813 amnd 1820, whe were all cousims te Jehm

and Mary's children named abeve.

(Quite recently, a lefg-lest register turnsd up at the
Finchley Church, and I will de a p.s. when 1 have had
a chance te examine it.It may remeve seme gueries - te
selve which I wemt te the Publi#c Record @ffice witheut
sugesss, )

Of these children baptised, I knew little save, ef ceurse,
fer Themas and Mary Ann, beth ef whem as WAP remarked,
stayed firmly withiam the Church and therefere turm up

in the periedicals ef the time.

e e o . e o o

Let us first loek at Mary Arn, berm Octeber 11tk 1809,
whe married Reger Cremptem of Kearsley near Belter in
Lancashire, I thimk it likely she will have met him in
the heme of Dr.Hemry Bateman,FRCS, whe was in gemeral
practice at Comptem Terrace,Canerbury,as well as being
surgeen at the Islimgtem Dispemsary and at the Chelera
Hespital. (Cf."Early Werthies ef the New Church,"™ by Dr.
Bayley, imn my beekshelves,)

o e |



Present Church, erected 187S8.
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Present Schools, erected 1874, enlarged 1901.
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I think that the reasons for the difficulties with the trustees may be simple. Reger and Mary

Crompten led the Eletchers inte the New Chureh - the Fletchers even meved inte the Crempten :

heuse at Kearsley ss soom as it became vacant. But the Fletchers were imcreasimgly "big busimess"

with links everseas and imte the USA, and in the sphere of a small town im these days

prebably became autecratic (witheut kmewinmg it?) That can easily happen te any of us. As late

as 1887 a Fletcher was a trustee of the Gemeral Conference and em its Council. He probably expected

. te be umquestiened by the lecal Church folk, especially as the firm them - and I believe inte quite

| recent times - financially helped the Chureh. A bad relatiemship between the trustees and the
erdinary wershipper would be set up and beceme traditienals VWhem that Fletcher died im 1887, the
Cenference, a bit blindly I suspect and making rash assumptioms, appointed his brethet te suceeed

| him as a Trustee of the Conference. That brether was murdered in megt umsaveury circumstances

W within six menths - and geot ne ebituary in the Cenference !
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The wealthy Hncle Reger and Aunt Mary Anm -

uncle and aunt,thet is, of my grandfather, the Rev.,W.A.
Presland, henceforth epiligwweder' 'WAP', WAP's grandfather
Jonn, the hatter of Piccadilly, hsd a daughter Mary Ann

who as 1 say merried Reger Crempten. I am guessing Mary Ann
met Roger at Dr.Bateman's heuss, because Reger was @
Lancastrian and there seams 1little reasen why Msry sheuld
have wet kim in the Nerth, but he was & grest chum of Dr.
Bateman and could well afford te traval (pessibly even on
business) te Loenden. (I know of no photographs of Reger anmd
Mery Crempten.,) Roger was e & well-te-de New Church family
and had inherited « large paper mili, by the river Irwell,

at Stonecleugh Brow, near Keursley anéd Bolten. It kecame

a fleurishing businsss, with in the mid-19th Century te Dr.
Bayley's astenishment machines''which ceulé turm eut 12 miles
of vaper per day." The Cromptens divided their time metwesn
their heme, Kearsley Vale House - which after it ceased te be
used by succe=ding owners of the mill as a private residence
becamé,at least uatil 1973, the club house for the firg's
empleyeess - and "a house in Regents Park,London,where they
kept an almest primeely retinue of servants.! The address I
have traced and it was :- "Sunnyside," Upper Avenue Rozd,

Hampstead.Xsmexdy<Ruxnn Sflresumably what is new/ﬁzﬁgq
Avenue Road by the Park? o D
Roger €isé in Len “re~d 62 and his wife in

London in Ib3 . All their lives they played an active part
in the affairs eof the New Church,especially at Kearsley, He
helped pay for the first building th=re in 1837 - and virtuall;
puid by his large legacy there for the later Church,pulled
down in the last few weeks as 1 yrite becsuse a new one had
just been opened ; he werked in the Sunday Schcol,en the
Committee and was a Trustee.(It sesms a strangely iroenic
circumstance that the later trustees of that Keargtsy Church
became very diffftult to handle - Charles Newzll in his
ministry there foune them impessible - ané I &s Secretary of
Conference got invelved in 1957 im & struggle,which we wen,
te get rid of all persoral trustess inm Kearsley in faveur
of trusteeship by the General Cornfsrence as an incoryporéged
boey. Whather Regsr was difficult I shall probably never know.)
Reger wzs teo ef course & pewerZul figure in these Victerian
days in the gistrict ané in lecal «ffeirs. In his will,he
seid his paper mill was to bs valued By twe valuers,one
appointed by Rg&cﬂlFletcher (vhe was to have the first refusal
to buy) and the other by his exectters «nd "ss an “cknowledze-
ment of the leng and faithful service of Robert Fletcher in
the management of my saié business the goodwill of the
busiress is met te be comsidersad.! Fletch=r beught - the
business prespered, and there are seme rather nasty sigrs
that it prospered largely en sweated labeut (perhags it hed
done unser Reger Cromnten?) It is & stranze fect that few ef
us ere clearsighted ehough teo think in sdvsnce ef our times,
ané quite a few well xnoewn New Church people se=sm te have
besn unable to see hew their werkpeoeple should be treated. The
grewth ef the trade unions was a geod thirg in those days.,
Reger was buried in Highgate Cemetery but a memorial service
was held in the Kearslsy Church. At this service,with &
perade o grief u bit typical el these times, "the whele
congregstion was dm mpurning, and his widow and duurhter
proviided &ll the Church efficials with
- Nete. Reger Crompton's estate ran well inte six figures -

a great fortune fer any®ae in the 1859 periocd. It does loek

as though he did net use sweated labour anyway.
o 1 ] | . 3 B _ 1



T From a history ef ! 72:(1 0
40 New Jerusalem Church, Rearsley. ‘

black gloves, silk scarves, and hat bands. The men from
his works came in procession to church, wearing the same
emblems of mourning # His generosity, always manifested
in his life, lives after him, as he not only provided for the
church he loved so faithfully, but left large sums of money
to various other objects of use in the New Church. The
total amount of his benefactions was about £17,000.
For many years it had been Mr. and Mrs. Crompton’s
custom to receive the members of the Church and Sunday
school at Kearsley Vale house on the annual procession
day, a treat which was looked forward to from one Whit-
Friday to another. It seemed as if the sun always
shone and the flowers always bloomed there, and the
hospitable reception accorded by the host and hostess
left nothing to be desired. After walking through the
grounds, the company was formed in a semi-circle on the
lawn, and hymns were sung. Then coffee and buns were
amply served, dancing and games were indulged in on
the lawn, and the children dispersed to enjoy themselves.
Evening came on all too soon, when after another hymn
every person received an orange on departing. This
hospitality was continued for many years (after Mr.
Crompton’s death) by the late Mr. and Mrs. James
Fletcher, and more recently by Mr.. and Mrs. Iletcher,
the present residents at Kearsley Vale House. Dr.
Bayley in his *New Church Worthies " refers to *“ Mr.
Crompton with his good father and brother attending
worship at Ringley 1in the early part of the 1gth
Century.”

On Sunday, September 11th, a special general
‘church meeting was held *for the purpose of expressing
the sentiments of the society in reference to the late Mr.
Roger Crompton, when the following resolution was
carried :(—*“ At a special general meeting of the Kearsley
society and congregation, held on Sunday, September
11th, 18509, to express their sentiments in reference to Mr.
Crompton, who had been a member of that society from
its commencement, and who was removed into the
spiritual world on the 2nd day of August, 1859; It was
resolved, that the members of the Kearsley society and

congregation hereby record their affectionate esteem for
their departed brother, who set an example of at'taqhmgnt
and liberality to the Church, so worthy of the imitation
of each according to his means; and they further desire
to record their gratitude to the Lord for having put into
the heart of their brother to provide so liberally for the
support and extension of the Church at large, as well as
for the welfare of the Kearsley Society in particular; and
whilst they sympathize with his wife and daughter in
their bereavement, they feel that it would be wrong to
grieve at a dispensation which, though an apparent loss
to those who are left behind, they humbly believe to b
an unspeakable gain to himself. ;

W. Woodman, chairman.
Isaac Gee, secretary.

At a special general meeting held June 28th, 1864,
it was resolved, *“That the schoolroom be enlarged in
order that the duties therein performed may be more fully
and efliciently carried out.” This was done and the
school re-opened in October, 1864. It is recorded in the
Intellectual Repository for November, 1864, * This Sunday
school has recently been enlarged and some important
additions made to it. The schoolroom now measures
45 feet by 36 feet and is 18 feet 7 inches high. It is
lighted by fourteen windows 9 feet 6 inches by 3 feet,
filled with frosted glass with margins of stained glass.
‘Though not so large as some, for simple elegance of de-
sign and character it is not exceeded, if equalled, by any
other schoolroom in the church. At the west end a com-
modious wing has been added, containing an ante-room,
with convenience for tea meetings, &c., and above is a
classroom 15 feet by 1914 feet. Accommodation is thus
provided for nearly 400 children. We hear that some
thoughts are entertained of establishing a day school.”
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(That schoel a5 built - Mrs.C.H.Presland attemded it ! -
it is lisf?HAlﬂag;nference documents as having 459 schelars,
for it was ne mmall school, of whom 54 attemded Sunday
Scheelg. "Im 1922 the largs and massive scheol building was
sold te the Lancashire Couaty Ceuncil Educatior Autherity.
Certain reoms of the building were still used hewever up te
1956 for Sumday Schecls and ether purpeses.'" I have myself
attemded many meetings there. See R R Gladish "Histery ef -~
New Church Edncatien' 3 velumes,irn my study.J& pege 27 o)

Reverting te Reger & Mary Crempter, it is interesting
to note that they paid for the schoolimg of theit twe
nephews, Johmn and WAP, as we shall see in a Zlater chapter.
Reger incientally was related, a bit distantly - 2rd cousin
or scmething of the sert - te Samuel Crompten of B8lten,
inventer of the spinnimg mule. (See "Life and Times of
Samuel Cromptem", 1862 in my study, alse "N C Werthies.') .
He also had some fascirating friends - one calle;s %§§8§n7')
who dreve around im a ceérriage with a homa-made Ceat of Arms

on it and the motto "Dictam Factum" e.g.! (A 1908 Histery
of the New Jerusalenm Church,Kears.ey,is a fascinating
commentary en life in thoue times. I have & copy.)

Much that I kmew about the Cromptons comes frem my
copy ef tha%150th Arniversary Histery of Robert Fletcher &
Sen, Ltd.! 69 pp., printed in 1973 - direct descendants of
the Steneclough Mill,new & ma jor paper manufacturimg firm,
with & prestigious Lonaen effice at Gresvenor Gardeas. (1
begzed a copy from them!) They are a subsidiary of the vast
Imperial Tobacce Co.,which im 1915, fimding its sikoply ef
cigarette paper frem France was in danger, tock a major
financial interest and i.d.c. did a takeover, i .Interesting
te mote that in 1965 milliors were spent im tearing down
Roger's naper works as part of & giant preject and the
then-Minister of Labour, Ray Gunter ,M.P., did the efficisl
opening.

The Regsar Cromptens had ens aaughter Mary. Che
married a Charles Henry Roberts of Mommouth ane they adopted
tihe name of Crompton-kKoberts. (I see there is still ons of
that name in the “onden T=lephons Directory - I must contact)
Mary was cousin of WAP, and renained,all her life I think,

a govarner of the New Church College. Fer,with Henry Bateman,
(foot page 27) Reger Cromptoen paid fer the first New Church
College, then at {slingten,seld te go to Weoéfore,sold te go
back te Raicliffe, a few miles from Kearsley which seems
poetic justice! Mary,Roger's daughter,paid for a magnificent
Mamorial Windew at the then-prodigious cest of £600, in
memory of her psrents - we spent monex to take it from the
Islington College,which was sold to the Peolish Cothelic
Church - and therefore during the seconéd world war was Jee
&y free Polish soil dSnkveaenl@@®? - and we toox the
#indow to Woodferd Green and the new college there. It has
never beer seen since ! My guess is that it was left in

one of the many eutbuildings at Weodferd Grsen. Why do we

do that sort of thing ? (We are ot present doigg it with the
Iseac Pitman Memerial Window,which weteok eut of the Church
in Henry Street,Bath, ans I'm told no one is werryimg about
doing dmything about it. Oh,dear!) Let us talk new about
great grandfather Themss.

- o w® m  ww omm e G e wm een e mmm e G e e oee  Gme  Sm mm em wme mme e G e e

Ore of the Seddon family,which #lways was kmown as the
U"Dictum-Factums" lecally, went te the USA and became a

NC VMinister there. Died 1865. We have no relstiemship with
the great Latinist :






My great-grandparents, Thomas and Jane Presland.

WAP tells us - see page 5 imn my chapter eae - that engy,//

Mary amd Themas ef the eight childremn of Jehn Presland
the hatter @and bis wife Mary Anne stayed in the Church.
But en page 27 I list nine chileéren, which puzzles me, as
we know ef the baptism of all save the oldest (and that me:
turn up yst.) Briefly - Jeha the eldest may have been the
ene whe much worrieé his parents (tep p.2) as he gets left
out of the will save for the £1000 and the heuse. Samuel
seems to have had a dilettamte interest imn the Swedmmboryg
Seciety But makes me mark emn it. William dies young (p.19
Philip Henry - I know nethimgz abeut,save we have a Philip
Henry Jehnsen (dather of Ian and Pat) ceming ir due course.
Mary Ann is Mrs.Crempton.Surah,Ann and Sophia I know
nething of,altheugh 1 have a feeling I have heard one died
young,
Ané thpt leaves Thomas, great-grandparent ef my g=neration,
who marries Jane Johnsen. I have yet to pin-point the
reletionship of Jane to Philip Henry Jehnsem - we'll get
there. Themss and Jane Preslanéd had a large family -
ard it would need seme delving inte Church records er
Semarset Hdouse files to get all their birthdays ana
baptismal dates. I suspect they would all be baptisee
at Cross Street or at kxxX¥x Argyle Sgumre Churches,feor
Themas and Jans were keen on their Church ane strong in
their faith. The family go=s like this :-
f?A daughter (still-berm?) - ses twice om page 37, WAP.
Q.. * Jehn - who became a Minister, born 18.11.1839.
3 Prmmaxx Mary Jane,born 4.8.41 m. James Graham. 1
L& Matilda, bern 2.9.43.(Use of name again in 1853.Wh§;
§* Ruth,borm 11.7.45, m. Rev,Edward Miall Pulsferd.
** & Themas,born 11.1.47 - drewneé,buried in Brightlingscc
eld Church{with its great towsy)

£ Anne, bora 26.8.47. (2
:2 Caroiine, bern 28.5.51, m. Mr. 3w ""“E‘.\" 3Howe.
* § Sephia Matilda, bern 19.8.53,s.James Humphreys.
*eWilliam Alfred,born 12.8.55,becomes a New Chureh
minister ,m.Unity Jesephine Purcell.ENF%?]
f{ sarah Emily, berm 71.12,57, dies aged 3.

- e e o w— e—

* 81l so marked, in each case with their merrisé psrtner,
were active in the Chureh all their lives. (Themas se=ms
in this raspect to have dome better than his father!)

**This sccoumts for an imsistencs with WAP, ané his sens,

that nens of us sheuld play in the sea alsne,or zo en

boats,until we ceuld swim at least adequately. That

insistence by WAP saved the life of one of his own sens.

A Matilda morn in 1843,may have died younms - else it

woulé he strange to call anether daughter by that nane.
Anne I have no knowledge about.

I am intrigued by Themas Presland - hew I wish I hae aske:
WAP mere abeut him. Perhaps one of my gensration knows mere
He,with his beloved Jane, wss so ebvieusly keen on his
Church «nd & man of faith. But,unlike his father and mest
of his relutives, he seems nasver to have taken a prominent
lead in Church affairs. He was never a "Cenference nan" er
a Swedenberg Society counciller. Yet is it not notewerthy
that he and Jane had a family which makes se many links fer
us - the Presland family with its lirks is slightly less
complicated than the Lendon Undergroung map.
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Was there perhaps some limitation which made him unhap?y
in public - semethimg physically difficult te cepe with?
His picture remimds me very much ef WAP, but umlike
WAP he has left nething in writing. Why should he ?
Perhaps he preferred the simpls hemely thimgs ?

LBy the way, how did I get these photos £ im
1975, a Muriel Spurgeen wrets te me as "dear Cousin,"
frem Clevedon, and said she was sister of Fester
Humphreys and cousin ef Laurence Pulsfere ans "ether
membars of the Presland family", ané would I like te
have her cellectien of pictures. I dié net say NC !
She was,she said, a granddruchter ®f Thomas Presland.

Read the ebituary. Obituary netims in these
days, and until relatively recently, were lensthy snd full
Nete hew Thomzs was a widower for many years. P=rhaps
he just wanted mpt te be prominent. (I smell the pen of
hiz son, the Rev.Jehn Presland, in this ebitusry.) ag I
read the ebitusry again,for the first time in many ysears,
I feel Thomas was # man whe knew disappointment ane sadnes
and yet mever failed to held on te the vital thimzs of
his faith. i1 think we misht have liked te kmow him -
and his quietly rsserved mature might have taught seme ef
ug @& lesson !

most probably by his friend, the
Rev. Samuel Noble.

Thomas, the youngest son of this
exemplary Newchurchman, was born
on the 4th of January, 1814, and
baptized at the church in Lisle
Street, Leicester Square, by the
Rev. Joseph Proud, who was at that
time its minister. He was originally
intended for the law, but the death
of his father at the early age of
fifty-three years, leaving a widow
and seven children, necessitated a
less ambitious career. He was ac-
cordingly apprenticed in April, 1828,
to the late Mr. James Shirley
Hodson, then and for many years
afterwards, the printer of the greater
part of the New-Church literature
published in this country; and on
the expiration of his indentures he
entered the important office of
Messrs. Spottiswoode and Co., in
which the Rev. T. C. Shaw was
afterwards a partner, where he
remained, valued and respected by
his employers and colleagues, for
more than fifty years, until his
retirement about eight years ago.

On the s5th September, 1835, Mr.
Presland married Miss Jane Johnson,
a life member, like himself, of the
New Church, who preceded him into
the eternal world on the 16th Feb-
ruary, 1876, and in whose memory
he inserted in The Intellectual Re-
pository for that year, p. 192, a
brief but affecting notice, Of their
family of eleven children seven
survive both parents; two sons, the
Revs. John and William Alfred
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OnN Thursday, March 14th, at
his residence, 39, Romilly Road,
Finsbury Park, London, Mr.
THoMas PRESLAND, in his eighty-
second year.

In Mr. Presland the New-Church
on earth loses one of its oldest
members. His father, Mr. John Pres-
land, was one of the original trustees
of the Conference ; a founder of the
Swedenborg Society and of the
Missionary and Tract Society; an
active worker, indeed, in all the
New-Church uses of his time, as is
abundantly testified in the obituary
notice published in The Intellectual
Repository for 1R>A n  o2z7  written

Presland, and five daughters, the
second of whom is wife of the Rev.
Edward Miall Pulsford. Notwith-
standing many difficulties in rearing
and educating so large a household,
their home was an almost ideal
scene of domestic happiness, because
centred in and founded upon
conjugial and parental love. To
love and honour their mother was
the first and constant lesson
impressed upon the children by
their father’s example, even more
strongly than by his precepts; while
affectionate helpfulness towards each
other, the avoidance of everything
untrue, unkind, or coarse, and the
cultivation of a disposition to be of
use, were the principles inculcated

WL MR RN



infinitive in the Argyle Square printed pamphlet. I comment on

{4 You will find a split

1

apable of doing such a thimg - probably get all

By the then standards he was a brilliant writer - teday prowahy

t becauss John Presland was quite inc

worked up about it!

What if the old is better ?

he would be calle~d a bit pedantic

L

"And whern this merry meal was o'er, 35
Thus apening Jubilee,
We hastened te the upper fleer,
Our pretty Church te see..."
"Fair flewers were grouped in rich array,
A platferm too was there,
To whick the speakesrs made their way, )
Qur Paster in the chair..." (3¢ was this -
"18n teld the speeches alliiwere geod,
They semewhat puzzled me,
Their subject was,l understeed,
The Church's Jubilee..." "
"] can but tell you what I heard.
Te Church I ceuld net ceme,
For my dear meother Zave me wera
Te keep the house at heme..."
"Anthem ani'hymns were bright and glad,
The sermon a preopes -
pA new hymn fer its auther hae
The talented Miss Rewe."

x* x® X

(This was the

Saturday.)

(iné this -)

(This was
Sunésy)

(se was this

I can tell you ne more zbeut the great-grancparents
Presland, but I now fell you about their eldest sen,
the Rew.Jshn Presland, brethsr of my grandad wsP,

- e e e am o e wme e e erm e ten e G e e e e = e me e e eee - ame o

great-uncle Jehn, the 4th generatien in the Church.

In my files there is the E.J.Bresdfield -p§§§£‘§%§7%?n
him - & mest interestins #rticle, anéd writtem by a man
of seme standing. But I prefer te give you WhP's
with tre persenal teubh aneé I deubt if yeu need beth.
Jehn Preslane clgarly was a great character,but ef
ceurse he was not Li-‘ﬂ@ﬁ%n ny gereration's time. (I rete
with interest thst he was the first Minister-Secretary of
Conference to.work with the 1872 Mamerandum and Articles
fer the Gernsral Cenference, and I was the last Minister-
Secretary of Cenference, and 1 helped demelish them as
having done their day.)

But Jehm clearly h#d a very wide interest and
marked sbility and he was sure seme werker ! I came
acress am Argyle Square Manual fer May 1897 at one time,
and I cemrented em it in the Anerley Seciety's Newsletter
It gees like this fer the Supday{seadwimm
1@ a.m. Minister's class and Sunday Schoel.

- = ——
Sewersl of John ame William's

.11 a.w. Morning Service., 12.1 .n. Hely Supper.

3,0 p.m, Minister's class and Sunday Scheol.

4,30.p.m. Teachers' Tea Party.

6.00.p.m. Coenversatienal meeting fer dectrinal study

7.00 p.m. Evening Service. §.30 p.m. Hely Supper -

and the Preslanes lived imn Freegrove Road (as we €ié in
our childheod) and must have walked er gone by herse-bus
Far be it from me te' recemmnend such use of a Sunday in
these days, and with eur much smaller stren th and demand
'but it does make you thirk abeut what being busy reslly
is. And an acquaintance with the Church archives woula
shew yeu that men like Jehm Presland did net skimp their
preparation er their pesteral werk. Phew ! Anyway,clese
this chapter (and let me keep te my date-line:) witn WAP
1ling wbout his brether Jehn :-

published books are in my
study. All are good,but dated.All out of print.Jehn on
WThe Creed of the New Church'" is versose but clear ireéesd
WAP's "Coerrespendences: the key to Causatién and
Revelation was regardeé by E A Sutten M.A.,B.D.,Principal
af the Collece in mv €av as "a magnificent classic."
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22 THE NEW-CHURCH MAGAZINE [Jan.-Mar.,
\q28
NEW-CHURCH WORTHIES.
VIL 71
THE REV. JOHN PRESLAND.
1839—1897
By the REv. WiLLiaM A. PRESLAND.
Tue Editor has persuaded me to attempt a difficult, delicate task
—a portrayal ““ with the personal touch ” of my dear brother—
John Presland. The picture may, to some, seem crudely or too
highly coloured. To those who knew him intimately, it may
appear indistinct or blurred. May its shortcomings or its partiality
be alike graciously condoned ! It cannot but be evident that I
write of one who held my high admiration ; and * the personal
touch ” ! Not only—
* The meanest flower that blows can give,
Thoughts that do often lie too deep for tears.”

My brother was called to the spiritual world on May 1st, 1897.
The serials of that time should be consulted for statements of his
many uses to our Church. Two intimate friends of long standing
set these forth—Mr. E. J. Broadfield, in The New-Church Magazine,
Mr. James Speirs, in Morning Light. They bore testimony that he
had served the Church and its allied Institutions in the highest
offices. The minister of Argyle Square for twenty-five years, he
had also for over ten edited this Magazine ; since 1881 he had
been Professor of Theology at the College, four times had he served
the General Conference as its President ; he had acted as secretary
of its Hymn Book and Liturgy Committees. A frequent
contributor to our periodicals, he had also produced more
permanent work. His Creed of the New-Church furnished a concise
and convincing exposition of leading doctrines; on these also
New Truths fora New Ageisa highly valuable “* Silent Missionary.”
The spirituality and felicitous diction of his sermons on The Lord’s
Prayer make strong appeal to the devout heart and mind. But
his public life and work are not my theme ; rather his personality
as disclosed in the family, and to his most intimate friends.

When to our parents, Thomas and Jane Presland, was born in
1839 their second child and first son, it was decided that he must
bear the name of his grandfather, one of the founders of the
Swedenborg Society, who himself owed his introduction to the

New-Church to Ais father—an earlier John Presland. And when
the present writer proposed to name his first-born “ Thomas " in
honour of the best of fathers—** Call him John,” said he, ‘““ and he
will bear the name of a good man.”

The eldest but one of eleven, my brother was sixteen years
senior to myself, the penultimate of that long series. He had his
" early schooling at Dame Owen’s Foundation in Clerkenwell, but
passed, aged ten, to Belper Grammar School, where, like myself
many years later, and an intermediate brother, he was privileged
to be a pupil of that fine New-Churchman and born schoolmaster,
Mr. Robert Appelbee. Eleven years were spent there—first as
one of “ the boys,” later as an assistant master, in which capacity
he was associated with another notable New-Church preceptor—
the late Mr. Thomas Lowe, of Birmingham.

He early showed the mind of the willing learner. 1t is recorded
that, asked to commit the Beatitudes to memory, when the time
came for repeating them, he gave the whole Sermon on the Mount.
He read rapidly and retained tenaciously—hence his wide range
of general knowledge. ~ Dr. Bateman said he ‘““could talk
intelligently on any subject.” Literary tastes were also early
developed ; he had read Shakespeare from beginning to end when
he was twelve. Among literary remains of those early years isa
Serio-Comic Opera, and a lecture on Light.



Home-coming for the holidays was eagerly awaited by brothe g/é)
and sisters, for he brought them six weeks of thrilling interest, ©
and high-spirited devotion to their entertainment. Our eldest-
sister, Mrs. Graham, says of him at this time : * He was a genius,

~ and in many ways original.” The end of these half-yearly periods

was approached with real sorrow by the little company of admirers.

I recall one of my earliest problems, the attempt to grasp the
meaning of ““ brother.” Here was a man, taller than father—
what was this mysterious bond between him and my puny self ?

I cannot recall how or when I solved it. Later, at five, I had
another, connected with my first but really poignant sorrow.
Little Emily was seriously ill: little Emily—my dear little
play-fellow—lay so still, and made no respoase! Brother John,
with tearful eyes for the loss of little ““ Popsy " (his pet name for
her ) takes me on his knee, and tells me that Emily has gone to

Heaven ; he is trying to help me see what this means. WasIa
gross little materialist, or unusually dense ? I could only think
of her as the lifeless little form !

By twenty-one, finding the appeal of Literature irresistible,
he became associated with Mr. George Henry Townsend in
compiling his Manual of Dates, and as sub-editor of The Press—a
weekly paper long since discontinued. Always, like Charles Lamb,
Samuel Johnson, and Charles Dickens, a great lover of London (he
had lectured at Belper on * How to see London for Nothing ”’) he
now entered very fully into the life of the metropolis. One of his
chief pleasures had always been, and ever remained, to roam about
its busy streets, taking stock of the people, the exhibits in its
richly stored shops, and its noble public buildings. He threw
himself also into the life of the Church, pre-eminently his Church—
Argyle Square—of which he had watched the building as a little
child. He became one of the active band who made the Junior
Members’ Society—not limited to those whom we now so designate
—as famous a centre of culture as of amusement. Their Sunday
afternoon Conversational Meeting, Monday Theological Meeting,
Tuesday Elocution Class, and weekly General Meeting had his
earnest support. They aspired to high Drama, took the adjacent
Cabinet Theatre for occasional Shakespeare productions. An
uncle once saw there The Merchant of Venice. ‘“ Who is that tall,
handsome man playing ‘ the Duke ’ ? ” he asked. And the reply
came: “ Why-—don’t you know your own nephew ? ” When in
after years he had distinguished himself in the ministry, someone,
recalling those days, declared that whatever his success there, the
stage had been deprived of a great actor! This was but an
indication of a remarkable versatility. Had he devoted himself
to painting or to the violin, he would probably have made his
mark.

Occasional help as a preacher led his minister—Rev. Jonathan
Bayley—to suggest that there lay his vocation. On full reflection,
he thought so, too. Andin Jan. 1867, he entered his first pastorate,
at Derby, in succession to a kindred spirit, the Rev. John Hyde,
on his departure for Peter Street, Manchester. As a Belper
School-boy I saw much of his happy home life with the partner he
bad chosen at “ the Square,” and had married some two years

before—Miss Martha Jane Pulsford, sister of the late Rev. Edward
Miall Pulsford, and aunt of our honoured Missionary in South
Africa.  Their® was an ideal union, love growing deeper and
stronger with the years. The time came when visits from him
were desired by the brethren in America. To these invitations,
though doubtless very alluring in many respects, there was each
time a courteous refusal. ‘‘ I absolutely decline,” he told me, *“ to
put the Atlantic between myself and my wife.” And the voyage
was unthinkable, for she was never very strong, and one of the
worst *“ sailors.”
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I recall especially, the delightful little time when, after tea, one %Q(

or other would read a short instalment of Dickens or Thackeray ;
and an invariable diversion following Sunday’s dinner—selections
from the great masters on the violin. Alas! the pressure on
time when he succeeded Dr. Bayley at his old spiritual home
in 1872, compelled him to lay this aside for ever.

Of his merits as a preacher I need not write—except to remark
that his knowledge of the letter of the Word was one of his most
valuable assets. An intelligent west-countryman remarked that
he knew no other minister so apt in his quotations in confirmation
of its doctrines, or in illustration of its spiritual sense.

It was soon after his settlement at Argyle Square that this
preaching awakened a response in me. And I know that my
brother in natural kinship, stood above all men as my spiritual
father. With an upbringing for which one could not be too
grateful, the precious truths of the New-Church had, nevertheless,
to become my own by conviction. Associated in business life
chiefly with those who scoffed at religion, I had to test the very
foundations of my faith. Very graciously did the hand of the Lord
uphold me in those perilous times. By His Word and the
Heavenly Doctrines He brought me deliverance; and to that
result the rational, convincing presentations of their teachings,
with the telling appeals for fidelity to them and their Divine
Author, Sunday by Sunday, were most vital contributions.

With intense earnestness and devoutness there was coupled a
keen appreciation of humour and a brilliancy of wit. As an
instance : Mr. Harry Rowe, the newly-appointed and resourceful

secretary of the Mutual Improvement Societ?;, toenlivenits Annual
Meeting, had suggested a lecture. We were being well entertained

by one on Poetry and Parody. Mr. H. T. W. Elliott—afterwards
Sir Thomas—ascended the platform to present the report of the
scrutineers, just as, having finished one parody, the lecturer
ejaculated, “ Here’s another—Longfellow.” Those who remember
Mr. Elliott’s stature will see the fun in the prompt addition “ Oh !
I beg your pardon.”

Another, which also illustrates his facility for ‘ falling into
rhyme,” will explain its origin and purpose. It is a letter written
to the then minister of Accrington.

25 Rochester Square,
London, N.W.
17 Jan., 1888,
Frater mi dilectissime,

How should the busy, portly P., from far-famed London town, reach
beauteous Burnley’s blest abodes ? by what road travel down ? Can he the
journey make direct, by taking of good heed ? or would such effort, if ‘twere
made, prove but * more haste, worse speed ? > Must he to Manchester
proceed, and, through the city’s riot, reach Queen Victoria’s terminus—so
simple, and so quiet ? There must he seek the platform which the legend
holds to view, of * Burnley, Colne, and Skipton train,” and book his passage
through ? And must he bring his surplice white, starched all so clean and
fair, to consecrate, with brother Will, the church erected there ?

With love to Josie, John, and Claud, from Ethel and Mamma, also from
me, and unto thee, priest, husband, and papa,

. Ever your affectionate brother,
Rev. W. A. Presland. John Presland. -

He fulfilled the engagement that bitter winter, under conditions
almost dangerous, having but just left his room after an attack
of throat and bronchial trouble, to which he was liable, ** packed
in cotton wool,” as he explained. He ran more risks than people
knew, at duty’s call.

*“The portly P.” combined with that distinction .. . .. more
vital elements of an arresting—one might say, a commanding—
personality. To cite a case in point : an obscurity in the marriage
law led him to headquarters at Somerset House. = The official
gave an explanation which was not satisfactory. “ Will you
permit me to see the Act ? Pardon me! I think you must have
overlooked this point.” And so it proved.



But for the relaxed throat referred to, his health was generally

| excellent—never a sign of brain-fag or headache with all his mental
labours.  Yet, unsuspected, he had been doing too much,
overlooking the common need for one day’s rest in seven. Al_ways

. taking a good holiday in August, he returned to work until the
next came round with rarely a day’s real respite. ~Rest for the
brain-worker should mean a thorough break from “ the daily
task,” physical in exchange for mental activity. I haye tolfi of
his knowledge of Shakespeare. He had a series of readings given
at Mutual Improvement and kindred Societies, also at the Royal

%ormal College for the Blind, Norweod, wherg, he was Honorary
rotessor of Literatur€ _ lhis he Ntaa entuitled™™ Shakespeare s

History of England.” " These plays and many others he ““ cut
down " so skilfully that one would need to know them well to
detect omissions. ‘“ When I want a rest,” said he, ““ I just take
one of these little books and see what I can omit, without utterly
spoiling it."” To do this, preserving rhythm and rhyme, not
seriously affecting the plot, and to do it so neatly that anyone
could easily follow it, was not what most brain workers would
regard as relaxation. A sedentary life, combined with prolonged
and intense mental application, has, it is to be feared, prematurely
deprived the Church of other men most useful—for instance ;
John Hyde, Rudolph Tafel, James Hyde.

I had come from Manchester for a meeting of the old Missionary
Council in the autumn of 1896. My brother as chairman presided
with his usual ability. When we parted, I thought, “ There goes a
typically strong man.” Next time I saw him, six months later,
‘twas on his death-bed. His Christmas letter spoke of severe
nervous exhaustion threatening vital organs, and of the generous
provision of his dear friends at ““ the Square,” for a three months’
rest. Those organs were soon implicated. ~With Easter came
most serious news. I shall never forget the great kindness of my
own dear people at South Manchester, in leaving me free to spend
the last fortnight with him. The prospect was all the more
sorrowful since I had then responded to the Camden Road
invitation—with no little delight looking forward to our being so
near each other—ministers of the twin-sisters, descendants from
Great Eastcheap.  His sufferings were great, but great also were

his patience and hope. We had many bedside services, and he
would speak of the Lord’s gracious provision for all states, all
experiences.

A week before the end, in pain and weariness he uttered a
prayer, which I strove to recall soon after ; but I fear my memory
failed in justice to a beauty of expression that had become
spontaneous.

O Lord Jesus! I pray for patience. Give me patience, Lord. Patience

to endure the sufferings permitted by a mysterious Providence. Patience
that I thwart not the benign purposes of Thy love. Patience to co-operate
with all that the angels are doing ; that I may be resigned and submissive ;
that Thou Thyself mayest do all things. And grant me to arise beyond
all suffering, where mysterious permissions are forever past, and the
fruition of trial is seen in the gloriously beneficent appointments of Thine
Infinite Goodness.—Amen.
As the honoured official, the faithful minister, the beloved brother
breathed his last, I spake The Psalm of the Good Shepherd ; and
he seemed faintly to indicate response. ‘‘ Surely goodness and
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in
the house of the Lord forever ! ”

‘“ So many worlds, so much to do,
So little done, such things to be,
How know I what had need of thee,
For thou wert strong as thou wert true.
L ] L3 L L [ ]
And doubtless, unto thee is given
A life that bears immortal fruit
In those great offices that suit
The full-grown energies of heaven.”
—In Memoriam, lxxiss, x).

O



You may read of the funera]
But this you will not finq there,

—_—

On February I7th, at‘ .t'he Boitie,
of Mrs. H. Keene Oliver, 3, 02271?;
Terrace, Lyncombe Hill, Bath

ARTHA  JANE, the widow of the
late Rev. John PRESLAND, of Lon-
don, in her 65th year,

Obitnary. [T
ON  Sunday, February  15th,
MARTHA JANE PRESLAND passed
on to the eternal world, full of
confidence in its reality, and
supported by the hope of there
Tejoining her husband, the Rev.
John Presland, who preceded her
May 1st, 1897. She was the
elder daughter of Edward and
Martha Pulsford, who attended
Argyle Square at an early period
of its existence. Her connection
with the Society was therefore
almost lifelong, and her association
with its activities began as a
junior member and teacher in
the Sunday school. Of gz bright
vivacious disposition, her person-
ality was soon recognized, and her

dramatic instincts and talents
requisitioned for the entertain-
ments got up by the young people,
in which she invariably had the
part of the leading lady. The
love of poetry and the drama
was a vital influence in the tempera-
ment of her future husband,
and, no doubt, had much to do
in bringing about their closer
relationship. They were married
by Rev. 7]. Bayley, at Argyle
Square, in 1865. Two years later
they removed to Derby, where
Mr. Presland practically began
his lifework of the ministry and
its highest uses. In 1872, they
returned to Argyle Square, the
home of their deepest affections,
from then to be the scene of the
exercise of their maturer powers.
Mrs. Presland held the office of
deaconess, was one of the ladies
of the Benevolent Society, and
was on the Orphanage Board.
Three sons were born to them,
all of whom died in infancy ;
her health was considerably im-
paired, and a certain amount
of heart trouble frequently pre-
vented the regular exercise of her
duties, but her Sympathies were
always active in the cause of the
Church. During her husband’s
illness, her placidity and cheerful-
ness were a marvel to all her
friends. His testimony of her
at the time is recorded :  “ My
precious wife, whose unremitting
exertions, and patience, and de.
votion, and courage, and cheerful-
ness, night and day have been
my unfailing support through all
this weary trial.” = After his death,
the distance and her failing health
kept her from attending the
services at the Square, but her
interest was there to the end.
On the marriage of her daughter
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service in our serials of that time,
For the disposal of the Temains,

fellow member of that Junior
Let there be 10 sadness of

The Teply was that the Temains

fully fell asleep. Of her, her
husband’s words should be the
best testimony : ¢ Gpe is full of
good works,”

* o —

'w
QG
Mansy Yotsng
Colege.
W v momey

WV Yoo
Lo
& {

Wevaq

L)
Co e\

W R ,
[\
&
3N

ey

\B&2-\&8q .

QA_avt

\

vead

T

3

e

ade Squre So
"~

\tlh.t are
v
B Wi

\

recel:
Yy

e
X
p3so

ouwldo.
.
0‘\\ wo s
WeaV
ot

Sol

‘??\:.1¥3300

Nevmar Cala,
nals.

\s

ey

&

_ o
M
&

Romal

A
N}
oBeven
R“\M
T
“.
Mo
[

r~
G .

QY Te
(- §
et
L
land. a



H

BuYt'(;;imay realil1 of the funeral service in our serials of that time.
s you will not find there. For the dis i

' ‘ ; posal of the remain
the services of an old friend—a fellow member of that Junis;'

Members’ Society—were sought.

farewell,”” was my instruction.

“ Let there be no sadness of
The reply was that the remains

;h(;u}d. go to their restipg place on a car whereon never yet bod
ad lain—a car all white, as befitted the purity of the life endetji,

here.

At the very end, this friend of long ago brought a beautiful

wreath of lilies—meet, as he said, fi
: ' , for one wh “
white flower of a blameless life.” who had worn “ the

On February 17th, a‘; lt.he h
of Mrs. H. Keene Oliver, 3, Ox?(?;g
Terrace, Lyncombe Hill, Bath
MARTHA JANE, the widow of thé
late Rev. John PRESLAND, of Lon-
don, in her 65th year.

AP
On Sunday, February 17th,
MARTHA JANE PRESLAND passed
on to the eternal world, full of
confidence in its reality, and
supported by the hope of there
rejoining her husband, the Rev.
John Presland, who preceded her
May 1st, 1897. She was the
elder daughter of Edward and
Martha Pulsford, who attended
Argyle Square at an early period
of its existence. Her connection
with the Society was therefore
almost lifelong, and her association

with its activities began as 2a
junior member and teacher in
the Sunday school. Of a bright

vivacious disposition, her person-
ality was soon recognized, and her

instincts and talents
requisitioned _for the entertain-
ments got up by the young people,
in which she invariably had the
part of the leading lady. The
love of poetry and the drama
was a vital influence in the tempera-
ment of her future husband,
and, no doubt, had much to do
in bringing about their closer
relationship. They were married
by Rev. J. Bayley, at Argyle
Square, in 1865. Two years later
they removed to Derby, where
Mr. Presland practically began
his lifework of the ministry and
its highest uses. In 1872, they
returned to Argyle Square, the
home of their deepest affections,
from then to be the scene of the
exercise of their maturer pOwers.
Mrs. Presland held the office of
deaconess, was one of the ladies
of the Benevolent Society, and
was on the Orphanage Board.
Three sons were born to them,
all of whom died in infancy;
her health was considerably im-
paired, and a certain amount
of heart trouble frequently pre-
vented the regular exercise of her
duties, but her sympathies were
always active in the cause of the
Church. During her husband’s
illness, her placidity and cheerful-
ness were a marvel to all her
friends. His testimony of her
at the time is recorded : ‘‘ My
precious wife, whose unremitting
exertions, and patience, and de-
votion, and courage, and cheerful-
ness, night and day have been
my unfailing support through all
this weary trial.””  After his death,
the distance and her failing health
kept her from attending the
services at the Square, but her
interest was there to the end.
On the marriage of her daughter
] e

dramatic

Ethel to Mr. Hugh Keene Oliver,
she went with the young couple
to Bath, and there sustained by
their care and affection she peace-
fully fell asleep. Of her, her
husband’s words should be the
best testimony : ‘She is full of
good works,”’
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A SKETLCHY AND VEKY ROUGH FAMILY TRiBxm SHOWING UNKNOWN AND DISTANT LENKS.
I HAVE ONLY DERLT WITH TH= LITILE BIT ON THE LEFT HAND TOP CORNER.
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